s* 


REV.   DR.   IDE'S   SERMON 

OCCASIONED    BY    THE   DEATH 


MI1S.  ABIGAIL  WIGHT, 


SERMON 


PREACHED  IN  MEDWAY,   JULY  22,  1849. 


OCCASIONED    BY    THE    DEATH 


MRS.  ABIGAIL  WIGHT, 


MR.   AARON   WIGHT. 


BY   JACOB   IDE,  D.  D. 

PASTOR    OF   THE    SECOND    CONG.    CHURCH    IN    MEDWAY. 


MILFORD: 
G.  W.  STACY,  PRINTER-MAIN  STREET. 


SERMON. 


MARK  THE  PERFECT  MAN,  AND  BEHOLD  THE  UPRIGHT :  FOR  THE  END  OF  THAT 
MAN  IS  PEACE.— Psalm  37 ;  37. 

The  term  perfect  is  used  in  the  Scriptures  in  different  senses. 
It  sometimes  denotes  a  character  that  is  absolutely  sinless,  or  that 
is  in  entire  conformity  to  the  divine  law.  At  other  times  it  means 
real  goodness  in  distinction  from  counterfeit,  but  not  a  character  of 
unmixed  holiness.  The  term  is  used  in  each  of  these  senses  in 
the  Book  of  Job.  In  the  following  passage  in  which  he  speaks  of 
himself,  it  means  absolute  perfection,  or  holiness  without  sin.  "If  I 
justify  myself,  mine  own  mouth  shall  condemn  me  :  if  I  say  I  am 
perfect,  it  shall  also  prove  me  perverse. "  If  Job  had  said  he  was 
without  sin,  this  would,  as  he  intimates,  have  proved  him  to  be  in 
a  state  of  moral  blindness,  in  which  his  mind  was  so  perverted  by 
sin,  that  he  did  not  know,  or  was  not  willing  to  acknowledge  his 
true  character.  But  he  was  perfect,  in  the  other  sense,  in  which 
the  term  is  frequently  used.  He  was  a  truly  good  man.  God  says 
to  Satan  respecting  him,  "  Hast  thou  considered  my  servant  Job, 
that  there  is  none  like  him  in  the  earth,  a  perfect  and  upright  man, 
one  that  feareth  God,  and  escheweth  evil." 

The  term  perfect  in  the  text  is  used  in  precisely  the  same  sense 
in  which  it  is  here  used  in  application  to  Job.  It  means  a  truly  pi- 
ous or  good  man.  Such  a  man,  or  person,  we  are  required  to  no- 
tice. "  Mark  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the  upright:  for  the  end 
of  that  man  is  peace."  Mark  the  truly  good  man.  Take  no- 
tice of  him.  Observe  attentively  his  spirit,  his  conversation,  his 
conduct,  the  events  of  his  life,  and  his  end.  We  are  taught  by 
these  words  of  the  Psalmist,  that  there  are  some  things  belonging 
to  true  saints,  that  deserve  our  serious  attention. — some  things 
which  we  cannot  overlook,  or  disregard,  without  a  neglect  of  duty. 
Among  these  is — 

1.  Their  character.  The  Bible  makes  a  distinction  between 
saints  and  sinners,  and  ascribes  to  the  former  a  character  essential- 
ly different   from  that  of  the  latter.     Their  character  \i  the  most 


important  thing  that  belongs  to  saints,  and  that  which  lies  at  the 
foundation  of  all  the  other  distinctions  which  subsist  between  them 
and  the  world.  This  is  so  clearly  described  in  the  word  of  God, 
that  all  are  inexcusable,  who  allow  themselves  to  remain  in  ignor- 
ance of  its  distinguishing  features.  In  the  description  which  I 
shall  give  of  it,  in  this  discourse,  I  shall  adhere  strictly  to  the  tes- 
timony of  the  sacred  writers.  It  is  a  subject  in  respect  to  which 
mere  conjecture  has  nothing  to  do,  in  which  truth  is  of  everlasting 
moment,  and  every  degree  of  error  hazardous  to  the  great  interests 
of  the  soul. 

According  to  the  Scriptures,  saints  are  those  who  are  sanctified 
by  the  Spirit  of  God,  or  made  holy  by  his  operations  upon  their 
hearts.  In  his  first  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  Paul  speaks  of  them 
in  the  following  language :  "  Unto  the  church  of  God  which  is  at 
Corinth,  to  them  that  are  sanctified  in  Christ  Jesus,  called  to  be 
saints,  with  all  that  in  every  place  call  upon  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord,  both  theirs  and  ours."  Here  it  will  be  seen,  that 
they  are  expressly  said  to  be  sanctified,  and  to  be  in  Christ  Jesus. 
And  the  same  Apostle  says  to  the  same  people,  "  If  any  man  be 
in  Christ,  he  is  a  new  creature  ;  old  things  are  passed  away,  be- 
hold, all  things  are  become  new."  To  sanctify  is  to  make  holy. 
Mankind  in  an  unrenewed  state  are  dead  in  sin.  The  Holy  Spirit, 
by  his  sanctifying  power,  raises  them  to  spiritual  life,  or  holiness. 
"  You  hath  he  quickened,  who  were  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins.,, 
The  distinguishing  feature  in  the  character  of  a  saint  is  holiness. 
He  is  not  without  sin,  but  there  is  in  him  a  degree  of  true  holiness. 

But  in  what  does  the  holiness  of  saints  consist,  and  how  does  it 
develope  itself?  It  consists  in  the  feelings  of  their  hearts,  and  it 
developes  itself  by  their  conversation  and  conduct. 

They  exercise  holy  feelings.  "The  love  of  God  is  shed  abroad 
in  their  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghost."  They  are  by  no  means  the 
only  persons  that  love.  The  affections  of  sinners  are  perhaps  as 
numerous  and  strong  as  those  of  saints.  But  there  is  something 
peculiar,  something  distinguishing  in  the  love  of  saints.  It  is  the 
testimony  of  all  who  give  satisfactory  evidence  of  having  been  truly 
converted,  that  they  are  conscious  of  feeling  a  different  kind  of  love 
both  toward  God  and  man,  from  any  which  they  ever  felt  before. 
This,  as  described  by  the  sacred  penman,  appears  to  be  a  peculiar 
affection.     Saints  arc  represented  by  Isaiah  the  prophet,  as  thus 


expressing  their  feelings  toward  God.  "  In  the  way  of  thy  judg- 
ments, 0  Lord,  have  we  waited  for  thee ;  the  desire  of  our  soul  is 
to  thy  name,  and  to  the  remembrance  of  thee.  With  my  soul 
have  I  desired  thee  in  the  night;  yea,  with  my  spirit  within  me 
will  I  seek  thee  early."  Similar  to  this  is  the  language  of  the 
Psalmist.  *  As  the  hart  panteth  after  the  water  brooks,  so  pant- 
eth  my  soul  after  thee,  0  God.  My  soul  ihirsteth  for  God,  for  the 
living  God  :  when  shall  I  come  and  appear  before  God  ?"  No  man 
in  his  natural  state  ever  feels  this  holy  aspiration  after  God.  It 
is  something  which  every  true  saint  exercises  in  a  greater  or  less 
degree,  and  by  which  he  is  distinguished  from  every  unrenewed 
person.  This  supreme  love  to  God  and  delight  in  his  presence  is 
often  expressed  by  the  sacred  writers  in  language  of  great  strength 
and  fervor. 

In  equally  strong  and  significant  language  do  the  Scriptures  ex- 
press the  peculiar  satisfaction  and  confidence,  the  hope  and  joy 
which  saints  have  in  God.  The  Bible  is  full  of  such  expressions 
as  the  following,  which  have  dropped  from  the  lips  of  ancient 
saints.  "  Behold,  God  is  my  salvation  ;  I  will  trust,  and  not  be 
afraid :  for  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  my  strength  and  my  song ;  he  al- 
so is  become  my  salvation.''  "  The  Lord  is  my  portion,  saith  my 
soul;  therefore  will  I  hope  in  him."  "  Although  the  fig  tree  shall 
not  blossom,  neither  shall  fruit  be  in  the  vines ;  the  labor  of  the 
olive  shall  fail,  and  the  field  shall  yield  no  meat;  the  flocks  shall 
be  cut  off  from  the  fold,  and  there  shall  be  no  herd  in  the  stalls  : 
yet  I  will  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  I  will  joy  in  the  God  of  my  salva- 
tion." When  true  saints  read  such  expressions  as  these  in  the 
Bible,  their  own  experience  teaches  them  what  they  mean.  There 
is  in  saints  a  peculiar  love  to  mankind.  They  delight  in  the 
character  of  the  truly  good,  and  they  are  the  subjects  of  genuine 
benevolence  to  all  mankind.  It  is  said  of  "  the  multitude  of  them 
that  believed,  that  they  were  of  one  heart,  and  of  one  soul  :  neith- 
er said  any  of  them  that  aught  of  the  things  which  he  possessed 
was  his  own;  but  they  had  all  things  common.  Neither  was  there 
any  among  them  that  lacked  ;  for  as  many  as  were  possessors  of 
lands,  or  houses  sold  them,  and  brought  the  prices  of  the  things 
that  were  sold,  and  laid  them  down  at  the  apostle's  feet:  and  dis- 
tribution was  made  unto  every  man  according  as  he  had  need." 
Here  is  an  illustration  of  the  fact  that  truly  good  men  are  benevo- 


lent.  They  do  love  others  as  themselves.  In  circumstances  in 
which  God  requires  it  they  are  willing  to  give  up  all  for  his  sake. 
And  the  prayer  of  Stephen  for  those  who  murdered  him,  that  God 
would  not  lay  this  sin  to  their  charge,  shows  that  it  is  in  the  heart 
of  saints  to  love  their  enemies,  as  well  as  their  friends,  agreeably 
to  the  precept  and  example  of  Christ. 

Supreme  love  to  Christ  is  another  peculiar  trait  in  the  character 
of  every  real  Christian.  "  Unto  you  therefore  who  believe  he  is 
precious.  Whom  having  not  seen, ye  love;  in  whom  though  now 
ye  see  him  not,  yet  believing,  ye  rejoice  with  joy  unspeakable  and 
full  of  glory."     ^     ^ 

The  love  which  all  good  men  bear  to  the  word  of  God  is  anoth- 
er peculiar  trait  in  their  character.  "  How  sweet  are  thy  words  to 
my  taste,  yea  sweeter  than  honey  to  my  mouth.  Thy  testimonies 
have  I  taken  as  an  heritage  forever:  for  they  are  the  rejoicing  of 
my  heart."  These  are  declarations  which  as  truly  indicate  the 
feelings  of  others  as  those  of  David. 

Good  men  love  the  institutions  of  religion.  The  feelings  of  Da- 
vid in  respect  to  the  public  worship  of  God,  are  a  sample  of  the  at- 
tachment of  all  good  men  to  divine  ordinances.  "  How  amiable 
are  thy  tabernacles  O  Lord  of  hosts.  My  soul  longeth,  yea  even 
faintethfor  the  courts  of  the  Lord."  Every  true  saint  is  conscious 
of  his  guilt  and  unworthiness  in  the  sight  of  God.  "  I  am  not 
worthy  of  the  least  of  all  thy  mercies,  and  of  all  the  truth  which  thou 
hast  showed  unto  thy  servant,"  said  the  Patriarch  Jacob  in  his  ac- 
knowledgment to  God  of  his  great  goodness  toward  him.  David 
said,  "  I  acknowledge  my  transgression  and  my  sin  is  ever  before 
me.  There  is  a  selfish  sorrow  for  sin,  which  is  occasionally  felt 
by  the  wicked.  But  this  is  another  thing  entirely  from  that  peni- 
tence and  humility  which  mark  the  character  of  true  saints. 
Theirs  is  a  godly  sorrow. 

Good  men  live  by  faith.  It  is  not  merely  in  what  they  see  and 
hear,  or  enjoy  by  any  of  their  senses,  that  their  life  consists.  It  is 
in  an  humble  reliance  upon  the  promises  which  God  has  made  of 
good  things  to  come,  that  they  find  their  highest  delight  and  satis- 
faction. Their  life  is  spiritual;  and  it  is  sustained  by  faith  in  the 
divine  testimony.  "The  life  which  I  now  live  in  the  flesh,"  says 
Paul,  "  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me,  and 
cave  himself  for   me."    ■•  By  faith,  Moses  when  he  was  come  to 


years,  refused  to  be  called  the  son  of  Pharaoh's  daughter  ;  choo- 
sing rather  to  suffer  affliction  with  the  people  of  God,  than  to  en- 
joy the  pleasures  of  sin  for  a  season  ;  esteeming  the  reproach  of 
Christ,  greater  riches  than  the  treasures  of  Egypt :  for  he  had  re- 
spect unto  the  recompense  of  the  reward. " 

These  are  some  of  the  feelings  which  are  comprised  in  the 
character  of  all  the  truly  pious.  They  develope  themselves  by 
such  actions  in  the  life  of  Christians  as  correspond  with  their  holy 
nature.  Under  their  influence  saints  are  led  to  maintain  a  daily 
intercourse  with  God  by  prayer.  The  following  aspirations  of  the 
Psalmist  indicates  both  the  feelings  and  conduct  of  other  good 
men.  "  O  God,  thou  art  my  God,  early  will  I  seek  thee  :  my  soul 
thirsteth  for  thee,  my  flesh  longeth  for  thee  in  a  dry  and  thirsty 
land,  where  no  water  is  ;  to  see  thy  power  and  thy  glory,  so  as  I 
have  seen  thee  in  the  sanctuary.  My  soul  followeth  hard  after 
thee."     *     *     * 

The  pious  and  devout  feelings  of  Christians  lead  them  to  the 
study  of  the  Scriptures.     They  remember  and  obey  the  command 
of  Christ  to  "  search  the  Scriptures."     The  Psalmist  said  of  the 
good  man,   "  that  walketh  not  in  the   counsel  of  the  ungodly,  nor 
standeth  in  the  way  of  sinners,  nor  sitteth  in  the  seat  of  the  Scorn- 
ful, his  delight  is  in  the  law  of  the  Lord ;  and  in  his  law  doth  he 
meditate  day  and  night."     David  said  himself,  not  only  that  he 
loved  the  law  of  God,  but  that  it  was  his  "  meditation  all  the  day." 
Another   way  in  which  the  piety  of  saints  discloses  itself,  is  by 
a  regular  attendance  upon  the  institutions  of  religion.     They  not 
only  esteem  the  Sabbath  a  delight,  but  they  remember  this  day, 
and  keep  it  holy.     While  they  feel  that  a  day  spent  in  the  courts 
of  the  Lord  is  better  than  a  thousand,  they  will  not  unnecessarily 
"  forsake  the  assembling  of  themselves  together,  as  the  manner  of 
some  is."    "Zacharias  and  Elizabeth,  who  were  both  righteous  be- 
fore God,  actually  walked  in  all  the  commandments  and  ordinances 
of  the  Lord  blameless." 

True  saints,  or  those  who  are  the  subjects  of  the  sanctified  af- 
fections of  which  I  have  spoken,  are  not  only  faithful  in  the  sight 
of  God,  but  they  are  honest  in  their  transactions  with  men.  Hypo- 
critical professors  may  overreach,  defraud,  and  oppress  their  fellow 
men.  But  this  conduct  is  not  a  characteristic  of  a  genuine  Christ- 
ian.    Paul  says  in  behalf  of  himself  and  his  Christian  brethren, 


41  \Ve  have  renounced  the  hidden  things  of  dishonesty ;  not  walk- 
ing in  craftiness,  nor  handling  the  word  of  God  deceitfully;  but  by 
manifestation  of  the  truth,  commending  ourselves  to  every  man's 
conscience  in  the  sight  of  God."  Again  he  says,  "  Our  rejoicing 
is  this,  the  testimony  of  our  conscience,  that  in  simplicity  and  god- 
ly sincerity,  not  with  fleshly  wisdom,  but  by  the  grace  of  God,  we 
have  had  our  conversation  in  the  world.  Samuel  could  with  con- 
fidence appeal  to  all  Israel  in  behalf  of  the  integrity  and  upright- 
ness with  which  he  had  carried  himself  before  them.  "  Witness 
against  me,"  he  says,  "  before  the  Lord,  and  before  his  anointed  ; 
whose  ox  have  I  taken  ?  or  whose  ass  have  I  taken  ?  or  whom 
have  I  defrauded  ?  whom  have  I  oppressed  ?  or  of  whose  hand 
have  I  received  any  bribe  to  blind  mine  eyes  therewith?  and  I  will 
restore  it  you.  And  they  said,  thou  hast  not  defrauded  us,  nor  op- 
pressed us,  neither  hast  thou  taken  aught  of  any  man's  hand." 
Every  true  saint  is  not  indeed  a  Samuel ;  but  every  true  saint  has 
an  honest  heart;  and  the  life  of  every  true  saint  is  the  result  of 
honest  purposes. 

There  is  another  way,  in  which,  the  piety  of  true  believers  is 
made  manifest  to  the  world  :  It  is,  by  their  actual  labor  and  sac- 
rifices for  the  temporal  and  eternal  welfare  of  their  fellow  creatures. 
We  have  already  seen,  that  the  first  converts  to  Christianity  held 
their  property  in  common,  and  those  who  had  the  largest  estates 
sold  them  for  the  common  benefit,  and  made  the  necessary  distri- 
bution among  their  needy  brethren.  Though  we  are  not  to  infer 
from  this  fact  that  it  is  the  duty  of  saints  in  all  circumstances  to 
sell  their  property  and  distribute  it  among  the  poor,  yet  it  does  au- 
thorize the  conclusion,  that  they  are  bound  to  meet  the  evident  calls 
of  Providence  upon  their  charity,  even  to  the  dividing  of  the  last 
cent.  How  cheerfully  did  the  apostles  and  primitive  Christians 
endure  the  hardships  and  trials  of  their  work,  in  attempting  to  dis- 
seminate the  blessings  of  the  gospel?  When  Paul  met  the  el- 
ders of  the  church  of  Ephesus  at  Miletus,  he  made  this  remark- 
able declaration,  respecting  his  past  conduct  and  present  feelings  in 
their  hearing;  "  Ye  know  from  the  first  day  that  I  came  into  Asia, 
after  what  manner  I  have  been  with  you  at  all  seasons,  serving  the 
Lord  with  all  humility  of  mind,  and  with  many  tears  and  tempta- 
tions, which  befel  me  by  the  lying  in  wait  of  the  Jews ;  and  how 
I  kept  back  nothing  that  was  profitable  unto  you,  but  have  showed 
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you  and  have  taught  you  publicly,  and  from  house  to  house,  testi- 
fying both  to  the  Jews  and  also  to  the  Greeks,  repentance  towards 
God,  and  faith  toward  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  And  now  behold,  I 
go  bound  in  the  spirit  unto  Jerusalem,  not  knowing  the  things  that 
shall  befall  me  there:  save  that  the  Holy  Ghost  witnesseth  in  every 
city,  saying  that  bonds  and  afflictions  abide  me.  But  none  of  these 
things  move  me,  neither  count  I  my  life  dear  unto  myself,  so  that  I 
might  finish  my  course  with  joy,  and  the  ministry  which  I  have  re- 
ceived of  the  Lord  Jesus,  to  testify  the  gospel  of  the  grace  of  God.' 
Such  is  the  character  of  true  saints.  Does  it  not  deserve  the  at- 
tentive consideration  of  every  one  ? 

2.  The  condition  of  saints  in  this  world  is  another  thing  be- 
longing to  them  which  demands  our  notice.  They  are  here  in  a 
state  of  trial,  in  which  they  receive  good  or  evil  at  the  hand  of  the 
Lord,  just  as  he  sees  the  one  or  the  other  will  the  best  answer  the 
great  end  of  their  being.  So  far  as  they  are  sanctified,  they  are 
the  objects  of  God's  love  even  here.  He  frequently  gives  them 
decided  tokens  of  his  approbation.  In  proportion  to  their  fidelity, 
they  enjoy  peace  of  conscience.  By  pursuing  a  course  of  obedience 
to  the  divine  will,  they  avoid  innumerable  evils  which  the  wicked 
bring  upon  themselves,  and  secure  many  blessings  which  are  to  be 
found  only  in  the  path  of  virtue.  God  condescends  to  confer  upon 
them  many  blessings  which  he  withholds  from  the  wicked.  He 
admits  them  to  spiritual  communion  with  himself;  he  lifts  upon 
them  the  light  of  his  countenance;  he  gives  them,  occasionally, 
unequivocal  tokens  of  his  approbation;  he  gives  them  assistance  in 
the  performance  of  their  duties ;  he  grants  them  support  in  the  day 
of  trial ;  he  sometimes  signally  interposes  by  his  providence  in 
their  behalf;  he  often  gives  them  the  consolations  of  hope  which 
are  neither  few  nor  small;  he  often  crowns  their  feeble  efforts  in 
his  service  with  distinguished  success;  he  gives  them  the  joyful 
assurance  of  the  ultimate  prosperity  of  the  cause  which  they  have 
espoused;  he  sometimes  permits  them  to  see  and  enjoy  in  a  high 
degree  the  prosperity  of  Zion;  and  he  sometimes  rewards  them 
here,  to  a  limited  extent,  for  their  labors  and  sacrifices  in  his  ser- 
vice. But  entire  satisfaction  on  these  subjects,  is  not  a  condition 
of  this  life.  Amidst  the  enjoyment  of  innumerable  blessings  in  the 
service  of  God  here  below,  the  righteous  are  often  called  to  severe 

and  protracted  sufferings.     They  have  trials  which  tho  world  know 
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nothing  of.  There  are  times,  when  their  sufferings  are  greater 
than  those  of  the  wicked.  But  so  far  as  they  have  evidence  of 
their  piety,  they  can  always  know  that  their  trials,  however  num- 
erous or  severe,  will  all  ultimately  work  together  for  their  good. 
In  many  instances,  saints  enjoy  more,  and  suffer  more  in  this  life, 
than  sinners. 

3.  Another  thing  in  the  circumstances  of  saints  which  is  worthy 
of  the  notice  and  consideration  of  all  is  their  death.  "  Mark  the 
perfect  man,  and  behold  the  upright :  for  the  end  of  that  man  is 
peace"  I  do  not  suppose  that  the  Holy  Spirit  designed  to  teach  us 
by  the  closing  declaration  in  this  passage,  that  the  state  of  mind  in 
which  a  good  man  may  die,  is  always  peaceful ;  but  rather  that  at 
death,  a  state  of  peace  follows.  But  I  believe  that,  as  a  general 
thing,  the  minds  of  true  saints  are  at  the  approach  of  death,  or  in 
its  immediate  prospect,  in  a  peaceful  state.  They  may  be  at  the 
time  bereft  of  their  senses,  and  of  course  unable  to  participate  in 
the  consolations  of  the  gospel.  Their  death  may  be  so  sudden  as 
to  surprise  them,  and  thus  destroy,  in  a  great  measure,  that  power 
of  calm  reflection  which  is  essential  to  a  full  satisfaction  in  respect 
to  their  spiritual  condition.  In  their  past  lives  they  may  have  been 
negligent  in  respect  to  the  subject  of  self-examination,  and  unfaith- 
ful in  respect  to  some  important  duties,  so  that  in  health  they  have 
had  but  a  doubtful,  trembling  hope,  and  this  maybe  their  condition 
when  death  overtakes  them.  The  nervous  system  may  be  so 
shattered,  their  spirits  so  depressed,  their  control  over  their  own 
mind  so  imperfect,  that  the  evidence  of  their  piety  may  not  be  une- 
quivocal either  to  themselves  or  others.  But  as  a  general  thing, 
God  gives  the  believer  the  consolations  of  hope  in  a  dying  hour. 
The  Psalmist  seems  to  have  had  that  confidence  in  God,  which  en- 
abled him  to  triumph  in  view  of  his  departure,  "  Yea,  though  I 
walk  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no 
evil :  for  thou  art  with  me  ;  and  thy  rod  and  thy  staff  they  comfort 
me."  Balaam  seemed,  by  some  means  or  other,  to  be  convinced 
that  righteous  men  die  happily.  In  contemplating  the  blessing  of 
God  upon  Jacob,  he  says— "Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous, 
and  let  my  last  end  be  like  his."  At  the  present  day,  we  frequent- 
ly witness  the  peculiar  peace  and  consolation  of  Christians  in  a 
dying  hour.  In  the  exercise  of  a  lively  faith,  they  are  often  heard 
to  exclaim  :  "  0  death,  where  is  thy  sting  ?  O  grave,  where  is 
thy  victory  V 
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4.  There  is  one  thing  more  respecting  saints  which  deserves 
our  serious  consideration,  and  that  is  their  happy  condition  after 
death.  They  may  be  in  great  trouble  amidst  the  duties  and  events 
of  this  life ;  they  may  be  bereft  of  their  reason  in  a  dying  hour ; 
or  a  dark  cloud  may  overshadow  them  in  their  departing  mo- 
ments, so  as  to  prevent,  in  some  cases,  the  enjoyment  of  that 
peace  which  God  is  wont  to  impart  to  his  children  as  they  approach 
the  end  of  their  earthly  pilgrimage.  But  having  once  passed  the 
dark  waters  of  Jordan,  and  reached  the  shores  of  the  heavenly  Ca- 
nan,  there  is  an  end  to  all  their  suffering.  "  Blessed  are  the  dead 
that  die  in  the  Lord  from  henceforth  :  Yea,  saith  the  spirit,  that 
they  may  rest  from  their  labors;  and  their  works  do  follow  them." 
There  in  God's  "  presence  is  fullness  of  joy ;  at  his  right  hand 
there  are  pleasures  forevermore."  There  everlasting  joy  shall  be 
upon  the  head  of  the  redeemed.  "  They  shall  obtain  joy  and  glad- 
ness, and  sighing  and  sorrow  shall  flee  away."  Having  been  par- 
takers of  Christ's  sufferings,  they  shall  be  glad  with  exceeding  joy, 
when  his  glory  shall  be  revealed.  "  They  are  now  before  the 
throne  of  God,  and  serve  him  day  and  night  in  his  temple  :  and 
he  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne  shall  dwell  among  them.  They 
shall  hunger  no  more,  neither  thirst  any  more ;  neither  shall  the 
sun  light  on  them,  nor  any  heat.  For  the  Lamb  which  is  in  the 
midst  of  the  throne  shall  feed  them,  and  shall  lead  them  unto  liv- 
ing fountains  of  waters ;  and  God  shall  wipe  away  all  tears  from 
their  eyes."  "Mark  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the  upright;  for 
the  end  of  that  man  is  peace." 

But  why  should  we  mark  the  perfect  man  ?  Why  should  we 
notice  particularly  the  character,  the  present  circumstances,  and  the 
future  condition  of  God's  people.  To  this  I  reply,  He  requires  it, 
and  we  ought  not  to  disobey  him.  The  words  of  the  text,  by  which 
we  are  required  to  "mark  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the  upright," 
is  not  a  solitary  precept  of  the  kind  in  the  word  of  God.  Paul  in- 
culcates the  same  duty  in  his  epistle  to  the  Phillipians.  M  Breth- 
ren, be  followers  together  of  me,  and  mark  them  which  walk  so  as 
ye  have  us  for  an  ensample.  For  our  conversation  is  in  heaven  : 
from  whence  also  we  look  for  the  Savior,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ ; 
who  shall  change  our  vile  body,  that  it  may  be  fashioned  like  unto 
his  glorious  body,  according  to  the  working  whereby  he  is  able  to 
subdue  all  things  unto  himself."    A  serious  and  candid  considera- 
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tion  of  the  character,  the  present  circumstances,  and  future  con- 
dition of  saints  is  a  duty,  an  indispensable  duty,  which  God  re- 
quires of  men,  and  which  they  can  no  more  neglect  with  impunity, 
than  they  can  neglect  the  study  of  the  Scriptures,  or  the  observance 
of  the  Sabbath,  without  guilt  or  danger.  The  fact  should  not  be 
overlooked,  that  it  is  right  to  mark  the  perfect  man,  an  exercise 
which  God  has  enjoined,  with  which  he  is  well  pleased,  and  which 
must  ever  be  a  condition  of  his  favor. 

In  connection  with  what  we  are  taught  respecting  truly  good 
men,  we  have  the  most  important  information  which  has  ever  been 
given  to  the  world.  In  their  characters,  we  see  the  nature  of  holi- 
ness. Though  their  religious  attainments  are  always  far  below 
the  standard  which  the  word  of  God  requires,  yet  from  their  ex- 
ample, imperfect  as  it  is,  the  nature  of  holiness  is  illustrated,  and 
from  this  illustration  of  its  nature,  the  teachings  of  the  Scriptures 
respecting  it,  are  brought  more  vividly  to  mind,  and  more  easily 
and  thoroughly  understood.  It  is  in  connection  with  the  character 
and  condition  of  good  men,  that  the  consequences,  as  well  as  the 
nature  of  holiness,  are  most  distinctly  seen  ;  and  by  contrast,  the 
consequences,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  sin.  The  most  valuable 
blessings  of  this  life,  the  highest  consolations  which  the  soul  can 
reach  in  a  dying  hour,  and  the  most  interesting  events  of  a  future 
state,  are  all  so  intimately  associated  with  the  character,  present 
condition,  and  future  prospects  of  saints,  that  the  latter  cannot  be 
seriously  contemplated  without  imparting  information  respecting 
the  former.  Those  who  would  advance  in  divine  knowledge, 
ought,  in  connection  with  the  study  of  the  Scriptures  and  other 
means  of  religious  improvement,  to  keep  their  eye  fixed  upon  the 
saints. 

In  the  character  of  saints,  in  their  circumstances  of  trial  in  this 
life,  in  their  peaceful  death,  and  in  that  state  of  glory  to  which 
they  are  to  be  elevated  in  the  heavenly  world,  there  is  something 
peculiarly  well  suited  to  move  our  feelings,  and  give  them  a  right 
practical  direction.  There  is  no  man  whose  heart  has  been  sanc- 
tified by  the  spirit  of  God,  and  who  is  in  the  exercise  of  grace, 
that  can  witness  the  developements  of  Christian  feeling  which  meets 
his  eye,  as  from  time  to  time,  he  "  marks  the  perfect  man,  and  be- 
holds the  upright,"  without  receiving  a  new  impulse  to  his  own 
feelings,     Mankind  are  social  beings  and  act  with  great  power  up- 


13 

on  each  other.  And  there  is  no  sympathy  more  diffusive  in  its 
results  than  that  which  is  excited  by  the  example  of  saints.  Their 
love,  their  zeal,  their  patience,  and  perseverance  are  communicated 
from  one  to  the  other,  and  greatly  increased,  as  well  as  purified,  by 
the  reciprocation  of  their  influence.  As  Christians  we  are  more 
likely  to  be  moved  by  the  exhibition  of  true  grace  in  the  character 
and  conduct  of  saints  around  us,  than  by  any  other  means.  And 
there  is  no  other  means  better  suited  to  move  us  with  the  right  sort 
of  feeling,  and  to  impel  us  to  a  right  course  of  action. 

Besides,  there  is  nothing  which  the  Holy  Spirit  is  more  disposed 
to  bless  to  the  spiritual  improvement  of  Christians,  than  the  serious 
consideration  of  each  other's  character  and  condition.  Christians 
are  required  not  only  to  "  consider  the  Apostle  and  High  Priest  of 
their  profession,  Christ  Jesus,"  but  to  "consider  one  another,  to  pro- 
voke unto  love  and  good  works ;  not  forsaking  the  assembling  of 
themselves  together;  as  the  manner  of  some  is;  but  exhorting  one 
another  :  and  so  much  the  more  as  they  see  the  day  approaching." 
This  useful  observance  of  each  other's  spirit  and  conduct,  mutual 
exertion  for  each  other's  growth  in  knowledge  and  piety,  and  inti- 
mate communion  with  each  other  in  the  worship  and  service  of 
God,  is  in  accordance  with  the  teachings  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  a 
duty  the  performance  of  which  is  well  pleasing  in  his  sight.  It  is 
where,  and  only  where,  this  duty  is  mutually  and  faithfully  dis- 
charged among  Christians,  that  we  see  a  vigorous  and  healthy 
growth  in  religion,  and  great  enjoyment  and  success  in  the  work 
which  God  has  given  his  people  to  do. 

In  view  of  this  subject,  we  can  all  see  at  once,  how  important  it 
is,  that  those  who  claim  to  be  saints  should  be  true  to  their  profes- 
sion. True  saints  are  the  light  of  the  world,  a  city  set  on  an  hill 
which  cannot  be  hid.  To  these  we  are  directed  to  look.  From 
their  character  and  condition  is  to  be  derived  the  most  interesting 
and  important  instruction — from  them  emanates  an  influence  suit- 
ed to  quicken  and  encourage  the  children  of  God  in  all  their  du- 
ties and  trials,  and  to  dishearten  and  restrain  the  wicked  in  their 
course  of  sin.  Now  if  in  the  place  of  true  saints,  whom  we  are  re- 
quired to  observe,  whose  instructions  we  are  bound  to  regard,  and 
whose  example  it  is  our  duty  to  imitate,  there  be  presented  the  mere 
form  of  godliness  without  the  power,  a  hypocritical  profession  in- 


14 

stead  of  the  reality  of  religion,  how  great  the  criminality  involved, 
how  deleterious  the  consequences  resulting?  It  is  like  kindling  a 
false  fire  upon  the  shore,  instead  of  the  true  beacon  light.  How 
great  the  danger  of  the  sailors,  who  mistake  the  one  for  the  other? 

Again,  if  truly  good  men  are  deserving  the  attention  and  serious 
consideration  of  the  world  for  the  reasons  which  have  been  assign- 
ed, how  great  is  the  guilt  of  those  who  slanderously  report  them, 
or  by  any  other  means,  attempt  to  destroy  their  religious  influence? 
They  throw  obscurity  over  the  moral  image  of  God ;  they  do  an 
essential  injury  to  the  public — they  pervert  to  their  own  destruction 
the  best  means  of  securing  their  salvation. 

Finally,  it  will  be  seen,  in  view  of  the  subject  before  us,  that  the 
death  of  saints  is  a  great  loss  to  those  who  are  left  behind.  Their 
removal  is  the  extinguishment  of  a  portion  of  the  light  which 
shines  upon  the  darkness  of  the  world,  a  diminution  of  the  relig- 
ious influences  which  tend  to  improve  the  condition  of  men  in  this 
life,  and  guide  them  onward  safely  to  heaven.  On  this  ground,  as 
well  as  from  the  fact  that  an  object  of  their  warm  affections  is  ta- 
ken away,  and  their  social  privileges  abridged,  the  friends  of  the 
late  Mrs.  Wight,  have  reason  to  mourn  her  departure.  She  gave 
clear  and  satisfactory  evidence  of  her  piety,  and  the  exercise  and 
practice  of  that  holiness  by  which  her  piety  was  evinced,  were 
continued  for  a  long  course  of  years.  It  was  manifest  that  God 
was  the  supreme  object  of  her  affections.  She  loved  his  word — 
she  loved  his  people — she  loved  his  house — she  loved  his  institu- 
tions, and  if  there  are  any  among  us,  of  whom  it  can  be  said,  they 
walked  in  all  the  commandments  and  ordinances  of  the  Lord 
blameless,  she  was  of  this  number. 

She  trusted  in  God  with  cheerful  confidence.  She  was  in  the 
habit  of  leaning  upon  him  in  the  day  of  trouble,  of  casting  her 
burden  and  sorrow  upon  him,  and  drawing  encouragement  from  his 
promises. 

She  was  distinguished  for  her  faith,  and  her  prayers.  And  dis- 
tinguished blessings  were  granted  to  her  and  her  family  in  answer 
to  her  prayers,  and  as  a  token  af  God's  approbation  of  her  faithful 
and  persevering  exertions  for  their  good.  There  was  a  time  when 
she  saw  her  husband  and  all  her  children  dead  in  tresspasses  and 
•ins,  living  without  hope  and  without  God  in  the  world.  And 
while  she  labored  assiduously  for  their  temporal  comfort,  she  ex- 
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erted  herself  with  greater  ardor  to  bring  them  to  Christ.  Her 
prayers  for  their  conversion  and  salvation  were  without  ceasing  ; 
and  under  circumstances  of  great  discouragement,  she  cherished  a 
strong  faith  and  a  lively  hope,  that  God  would  give  her  the  desire 
of  her  heart.  And  years  ago  the  blessing  came.  For  many  years 
she  has  been  permitted  to  come  to  the  table  of  the  Lord  with  her 
husband,  plucked  as  a  brand  from  the  fire,  with  all  her  children, 
numerous  as  they  are,  with  each  of  their  companions,  and  with 
several  of  their  children.  The  very  things  on  which  she  set  her 
heart,  and  which  she  perseveringly  sought  with  strong  crying  and 
tears,  the  Lord  has  granted  her. 

To  the  husband,  who  has  enjoyed  a  distinguished  blessing  in  his 
wife,  to  whose  unceasing  exertions  and  prayers  for  his  good,  he 
doubtless  feels  himself  greatly  indebted,  her  removal  is  an  irrepara- 
ble loss.  While  he  mourns  her  departure,  we  trust,  he  will  con- 
sider how  much  reason  he  has  for  gratitude  to  God,  who  has 
smiled  upon  her  efforts,  and  listened  to  her  prayers  in  behalf  of 
him  and  his  family. 

The  children  too,  and  grand  children  now  feel  themselves  sorely 
bereaved.  One  whom  they  had  reason  to  love  and  respect,  and  to 
whom  they  are  under  obligations  of  everlasting  gratitude,  is  no 
longer  a  helper  of  their  joys,  or  a  partaker  of  their  sorrows  on 
earth.  But  she  leaves  behind  her  a  precious  legacy  in  her  ex- 
ample. Let  them  now  honor  her  memory  and  requite  her  mater- 
nal kindness  and  fidelity,  by  being  what  she  strove  to  make  therai, 
and  prayed  that  they  might  be.  This  will  be,  my  friends,  the  best 
memorial  which  you  can  erect  to  perpetuate  her  virtues. 

It  is,  my  friends,  a  cheering  thought,  that  your  loss  in  this  case, 
is  gain  to  your  departed  friend.  You  believe;  and  you  have  reason 
to  believe,  that  she  is  now  in  heaven,  where  she  occupies  a  sphere 
of  higher  usefulness,  than  that  which  she  filled  on  earth,  and  where 
she  participates  in  enjoyment  such  as  this  world  cannot  afford. 
Much  as  you  loved  her,  great  as  were  the  advantages  of  her  so- 
ciety to  you,  and  ardently  as  you  desired  her  continuance  while  it 
appeared  to  be  the  will  of  God  to  spare  her  life,  you  cannot  on  the 
whole  regret  that  God  has  taken  her  to  himself,  or  seriously  in- 
dulge a  wish  that  she  might  return. 

I  conclude  with  one  word  to  this  assembly.  If  the  death  of  the 
righteous  is  peace,  it  becomes  each  one  of  us  to  inquire,  what  i* 
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the  character  which  we  sustain  in  the  sight  of  God  ?  There  are 
times  when  we  cannot  help  considering  our  latter  end.  The  ques- 
tion, whether  that  will  be  peace  or  woe,  is  of  infinite  moment. 
The  satisfaction  which  it  is  possible  for  us  now  to  obtain  on  this 
interesting  subject,  must  consist  in  a  consciousness  that  our  hearts 
are  right  with  God.  And  this  we  cannot  have,  until  we  have 
made  him  the  object  of  supreme  our  affection,  and  devoted  our  lives 
to  his  service. 


